
A Laboratory Manual and Text-Book of Embryology. By
Charles William Prentiss. Revised and Rewritten by Leslie Brainerd
Arey, Professor of Microscopic Anatomy at the Northwestern University
Medical School. Third edition. Coth. Price, $5.50 net. Pp. 412, with
388 illustrations. Philadelphia: W. B. Saunders Company, 1920.

This work is so widely and favorably known that the third
edition does not call for extended comment. The figures of
dissections and of reconstructions of embryos, which have
formed a distinctive feature of this work from the first edi-
tion, are so beautiful, accurate and detailed that they are a

delight to the experienced embryologist and a revelation to
the student. No teacher of embryology can afford to be with-
out the book if only for the sake of these remarkable figures;
and, all things considered, it is probably the best book on

embryology for the use of medical students in the English
language. The present edition includes a new brief introduc-
tory chapter, and two or three new figures to replace old
ones. The text has also been rewritten extensively, but with-
out much additional material, though sufficient to bring it
generally up to date. It is an introductory textbook, and,
naturally, is not in any sense exhaustive. It is distinctly a
book for the technical student with command of abundant
material, and otherwise for reference on definite points. It
is not a book to be read consecutively. The subject of embry¬
ology lends itself better than almost any other biologic dis¬
cipline to consecutive and logical development, and such form
of treatment was an outstanding characteristic of some of
the older treatises, notably Hertwig's. The absence of such
treatment is the most pronounced defect of this volume,
which, it is to be hoped, may be remedied in the later edi¬
tions certain to be called for. That this is a common defect
of anatomic instruction in America, makes it only the more

regrettable that the part of the anatomic disciplines, which,
by its very nature, invites philosophical treatment, should be
presented as so much bare bones. If, for instance, one wishes
to look up the subject of the placenta, one will find a few—
very few—considerations on pages 74 and 75 as part of a

chapter on "human embryos and fetal membranes" ; and, if
more information is desired, it is necessary to turn to the
end of the chapter on the "urogenital system" (p. 230 ff.),
where, for some mysterious reason, more data on the same

subject are presented. But nowhere is there any adequate
consideration of the way in which such an extraordinary
organ has developed, or how it functions. As another illus¬
tration: the development of the face and of the oral cavity
and its organs is an appendage to a chapter on "the dissec¬
tion of pig-embryós," with which it has no logical connec¬
tion whatever. The double function of the volume as labora¬
tory manual and textbook is responsible for much of the lack
of logical and consecutive treatment. The striving for con¬

densation of statement, moreover, often leads to obscurity
and infelicity of expression. These faults could be avoided
in large measure by a more thoroughgoing isolation of the
two functions of the book, and a slight increase of its size.

The Chemistry and Analysis of Drugs and Medicines. By Henry
C. Fuller, B.S., in Charge of the Division of Drug and Food Products,
The Institute of Industrial Research, Washington, D. C. Cloth. Price,
$10. Pp. 1072, with illustrations. New York: John Wiley & Sons,
1920.

Medicines are so complex and variable in composition that
their analysis requires a skill, practice and familiarity with
diverse analytic methods much beyond the routine customary
in most industrial laboratories. The procedures necessary for
the analysis of medicines are so varied, the analytic schemes
so complicated, and the methods so widely scattered in phar-
maceutical literature, that no single publication has hereto-
fore attempted to deal with the subject as a whole. Unless
an author has spent the major portion of a long lifetime in
the critical comparison of methods, a subject so broad as the
"chemistry and analysis of drugs and medicines" cannot be
handled adequately except by compiling much of the infor-
mation from the literature. The author of this book deserves
credit for his accomplishments in this direction, since the
task is truly a stupendous one. In some instances the com-
pilation has not been critical. For example, it is well known

that the U. S. P. IX method for the assay of oil "of pepper¬
mint, as published in the text, was Unsatisfactory because of
imperfections in the formula for the calculation. Corrections
were afterward made by the committee Of revision, but these
changes have not been incorporated in this book. In some
cases the author has failed to give credit for information
taken from the literature. The test for salicylic acid in acetyl-
salicylic acid and the description for ichthyol are taken
essentially unchanged from the older editions of New and
Nonofficial. Remedies without quotation marks and without
credit being given. Most of the medicinal substances likely
to be found in secret remedies are considered in detail in
this book, and considerable discussion is devoted to vegetable
mixtures of the shotgun variety, with mention of the diseases
in which they are claimed to be useful. Statements of this
kind are always helpful to the analyst, as they often furnish
hints as to what drugs should be looked for in an analysis.
In a work in many other respects excellent, it is regrettable
that space has been taken by the description of little used or
worthless drugs, such as aralia, aletris and helonias (for
which no chemical tests are known), while substances of
wide application in medicine like oil of chenopodium, col¬
lodion, thyroid, scarlet R., acriflavine and benzyl benzoate
(ail evaluated chemically) are not mentioned. The World
War brought about the manufacture by the Allies of many
medicinal substances under free names which were formerly
controlled by the Germans under protected names. In this
book it is noticeable that the modern, scientific and accred¬
ited names of many of these medicines, such as benzocain,
barbital, cinchophen and procain, are not given, but instead
the protected names of German origin by which the sub¬
stances were formerly known are used. Arsphenamin is a
creditable exception. While the book will not be of much
value to practitioners, it should prove helpful to medical
experts and an aid to drug analysts and forensic chemists.
It should be in laboratories in which medicines are analyzed.

A Consulting Surgeon in the Near East. By A. H. Tubby, C.B.,C.M.G., M.S., Consulting Surgeon to the Westminster Hospital. Cloth.
Price, 15 shillings net. Pp. 279, with illustrations. London: Chris-
tophers, 1920.

The author records his experiences as a surgeon at Galli-
poli, in Egypt and in Palestine. The story is told as a simplenarrative describing climate, supplies and transports, the
hardships and difficulties that were overcome, and the final
triumph. The clinical problems were not essentially different
from those on other fronts. The sanitary problems were,however, distinctive; for example, the construction of a pipe
line 15 miles long to carry water into the city of Jerusalem.
The book is well illustrated and a worth-while contribution
to the medical history of the World War.

Lincoln Life Sketches. In Verse and Prose. By Garrett Newkirk.
Cloth. Price, $1.25. Pp. 47. New York: Duffield and Company, 1920..

Dr. Newkirk dedicates his interesting booklet to Dr. Nor-
man Bridge. The book contains twenty-one poems based on
the life of Lincoln, with cross reference to twenty-one notes
from the life of Lincoln which give the historical data on
which the poems are based. In the supplement there are
abstracts from famous Lincoln addresses. Dr. Newkirk is a
physician who has made himself a name in the field of let-
ters, this too, at an age when most physicians are content
merely to rest. He graduated from Rush Medical College
in 1868. His booklet is inspiring both for its intrinsic worth
and as an example of geriatric accomplishment.

An Introduction to Bacterial Diseases of Plants. By Erwin F.Smith, in charge of Laboratory of Plant Pathology, Bureau of PlantIndustry, United States Department of Agriculture, Washington, D. C.Cloth. Price, $10 net. Pp. 688, with 453 illustrations. Philadelphia:W. B. Saunders Company, 1920.

This is a valuable addition, of great interest to the litera-
ture of bacteriology. Medical bacteriologists will find it to
their advantage to familiarize themselves with the methods
of work and the results obtained by the authors. The last
chapter, which deals with investigative work, makes enter-
taining reading and contains valuable suggestions for the
directors of such work as well as for the beginners.

Downloaded From: http://jama.jamanetwork.com/ by a New York University User  on 05/18/2015


